Everything Radiated Heat in the Yard
Calvin Miceli-Nelson

Layered in transparent gestures of black brushstrokes on dandelion yellow and diaphanous red fields, Calvin
Miceli-Nelson’s paintings reveal hazy combinations of symbol, figure, and architectural form. Painted on an
absorbent, gauzy linen, the fabric registers marks similar to paper. Every layer retains traces from the last—
the thinness of the paint is never thick enough to fully cover what lays behind it. This process of accrual
mimics Miceli-Nelson’s process of writing.

Used within the artist’s practice in tandem, painting and writing generate the storylines and landscapes
concurrently. The ever growing novella that accompanies and informs these works is composed of strange
and surreal passages that were written in no particular order and rearranged until a narrative emerged. The
paintings, which bear excerpts of the larger text as their titles, present a process of accumulation and
appreciation in which nothing can be fully erased. The resulting image, much like the writing used to
generate it, is the result of layers that cannot be recreated or reversed, only added to.

In these paintings we are presented with enigmas, mysteries, and questions. Within one composition, a
faceless figure eclipses a smaller silhouette against a background of barren trees and a bruise-colored
bungalow. Is this where past and future selves meet? In another, a poison ivy leaf outlined in white against a
desolate landscape carves out a space to tread carefully amidst danger. Could this be a warning of something
to come? The moments, interactions, and gestures that populate the paintings don’t directly answer these
questions, rather they exist as visualized thoughts that invite speculation.

One recurring motif, a flower, stamped across several of the works, is a thread that connects compounding
narratives. Like the sensation of looking at a pattern for so long that when you look away it’s still imprinted
on your vision, this optical illusion is overlaid onto the scenes. Moody, curious, and at times lonely, the
atmosphere built across these paintings elicit a glimpse into dreams or fading memories of faces and places
that resist coherent representation. There is a sense that something just happened or is about to occur, but the
scenes that are captured linger on a fleeting moment. As paintings that exist before and after language, they
build a non-linear narrative that can be experienced at any stage because their story is not yet complete.

- Olivia Ragazzi
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